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CLINICS. — 


Statistical Report of the Principal Ope- 
rations performed in the London Hospitals 
during the month of July, 1855. 

Lithotomy.— Number of cases, 1; reco- 
vered, 1. 

Case 1. A boy, aged 2, in fair health, 
under the careof Mr. Erichsen, in Uni- 
versity College Hospital. A stone of the 
Shape, and about the size, of a emall chest- 
nut; was removed. Recovered. 

Lithotrity.—The patient under Mr. Coul- 
son's care, in St. Mary’s, has been dis- 
charged, well. Mr. Curling’s case in the 
London, remains under treatment. 

Lithectasy and Lithotrity in the Female. 
A. girl, aged 10, \in- good health, was ad- 
mitted under Mr. Fergusson’s care, into 
University. College Hospital,: She had hed 
symptome of atone for two years, and they 
had been very severe for six months. Three 
months before.’ she had voided @ stone. the 
size of a filbert. Mr. Fergueson detected 
a stone’of large size, and at: two operations, 
with a week's interval, succeeded in crush- ; 





ing and removing it. .No incontinence of 
urine followed. 

Herniotomy.— Number of | cases,.9; res 
covered, 5; under treatment, 1; died, 3. 

Case 1. A man, aged 73, under the care 
pr Mr. Luke; in the London; Hospital, on 
account of inguinal hernia:of. two years’ 
duration, and strangulated ‘twenty hours. 
The seat of stricture was.easily discovered, 
and. after the division of: seme bands of 
fascia crossing it, it was-found to consist of 
the thickened neck of the sac itself. Mr. 
Luke attempted to thin:it.down by:paring, 
but not being able to effect this-toa suffi- 
cient degree to admit of reduction, the sac 
was opened and: the constriction divided 
from. within: in. the ‘ usual way. ‘The old 
man made a quick and. excellent recovery: 
Case 2. A woman, aged 29, under the care 
of .Mr. Tatum; in 'St.. George’s Hospital... 
Hernia femoral, sirangulated thirteen hours. 
The sac was opened, and a small knuckle 
of gut, healthy in appearance, was returned. 


Recovered. Case 4, A woman, ‘aged 31, 


under the.care of Mr. Pollock; in’ St. 
: Gearge'a:Happital Hernia femoral, stran- 
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gulated thirty-six hours; sac opened. In 
the sac was found much bloody serum, and 
a small knuckle of bowel much inflamed 
and ecchymosed. The bowel was returned, 
and the patient recovered well. Case 5. 
A woman, aged 67, under the care of Mr. 
Simon, in St. Thomas’s Hospital, on ac- 
count of oblique inguinal hernia. Strangu- 
lation had existed nineteen hours, and the 
geat of stricture was the neck. of the sac. 
Sac opened. Recovered, without any ill 
symptoms. - Case 6. A woman, aged 31, 
under the care of Mr. Ward, in the Lon- 
don-Hospital. She had been for eighteen 
months the subject of hernia, but the 
strangulation had existed only about twenty 
hours, the gut having been forced down 
during an attack of diarrhea, with vomit- 
ing. Her symptoms were most urgent and 
acute: The taxis having failed, both in the 
warm bath and when under the influence of 
chloroform, Mr. Ward at once proceeded to 
operate. An incision was made over the 
inner side of the sac, and Gimbernat’s liga- 
ment and Poupart’s ligament were both 
freely incised. Reduction, however, could 
not be’ effected until the sac itself had been 
- opened. The gut was seen to be very 
much congested, and the sac contained some 
bloody serum and flakes of lymph. The 
stricture was formed by the neck of the sac, 
and was very tight. After the operation, 
opium, in grain doses every three hours, 
was ordered,and during the two following 
days the patient was fully under its influ- 
ence. Notwithstanding this, however, 
she continued to complain of much pain, 
and the sickness was still troublesome. 
On the third and fourth days she was 
better, and the stomach more quiet.' On 
the fifth day the bowel gave way into the 
wound, and a free escape of feculent matter 
took place. Singe then the artificial anus 
has continved open, but she is in other re- 
specis progressing favourably. Case 7. A 
man, aged 50, a wine cooper, of intemper- 
ate habits and bad health, was admitted, 
under Mr. Cock’s care;-into Guy’s Hospi- 
tal, on account of a strangulated inguinal 
hernia. From the history, it appeared pro- 
bable that he had had an irreducible 
omental hernia for eight years past, and 
that seven days ego a portion of bowel also 
had been forced into the sac. The symp- 
tomsof strangulation (with feculent vomit. 


ing) ean. ec for fifty-two hours. 
Havio he stri 
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e without open- 
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ing the sac, Mr. Cock succeeded in dimin- 
ishing the size of the tumour to a certain 
extent, but not feeling confident that the 
gut had returned, he subsequently opened 
the sac. No intestine was found down, 
but a large mass of partially adherent and 
much-injured omentum. A considerable 
portion of the omentum being deemed irre- 
coverable, a ligature was applied to its base, 
and it was cut away ; a fold which appeared 
to have come down more recently being 
returned into the abdomen. Previous to 
his admission into the hospital, the man had 
taken much purgative medicine. Within 
an hour after the operation violent diarrhea 
commenced, and, in spite of the free use 
of opiutn, continued until collapse and ulti- 
mately death ensued. Death took place 
about twenty-four hours after the operation. 
There had been no pain or vomiting. At 
the autopsy the man was found to have a 
fatty liver and diseased kidneys ; there was 
also a small cavity in one lung. In the ab- 
domen was found a knuckle of intestine, 
which showed the effects of stricture, and 
was extremely discoloured. Below this 
portion the bowel was contracted and 
empty ; above, it distended and dilated. Case 
8. A woman, aged 57, under the care of 
Mr. Coulson, in St. Mary’s Hospital. She 
had had an irreducible femoral hernia 
(omental) for twelve years, which had five 
days ago become suddenly enlarged, since 
which the symptoms of strangulation had 
been present. The tumour was as large 
as an orange. The sac was opened, and 
found to contain omentum and a knuckle of 
intestine. Death, with the symptoms of 
perforation, followed forty-eight hours after 
the operation. At the autopsy no perfora- 
tion was, however, found; there were 
presént only the indications of acute peri- 
tonitis, a layer of lymph coating both the 
abdominal wall and the intestines. Case 9. 
An infant, aged 1 year, under the care of 
Mr. Cutler, in St. George’s Hospital, on 
account of a large congenital hernia, stran- 
gulated about twenty-four hours. The sac 
was opened, and the bowel found adherent 
in many places. Death followed. 

Trephining of the Skull.—The boy under 
the care of Mr. Lane, in St. Mary’s Hos- 
pital, whose case was mentioned last month, 
is doing well. 

Case 1. A man, aged 28, was admitted 
into St. Mary’s Hospital, under the care 
of Mr. Spencer Smith, on account of. 
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compound fracture of the skull a little to 
the leftof the sagittal suture, near its mid- 
die. A portion of bone, of an irregularly 
circular shape, was found to be depressed, 
but there ‘were no other symptoms of com- 
pression, excepting sluggish pupil. The 
scalp wound having been enlarged, Hey’s 
saw was used, and, room having been thus 
obtained, the depressed portion was remov- 
ed. The dura mater was not-torn, but was 
separated from the bone fora considerable 
distance round the fracture. The man has 
done well since the operation. 

Ligature of Arteries.—In Case 2 of last 
month's report (ligature of the femoral by 
Mr. Adams, in the London Hospital), a 
good recovery has been made. 

Case 1. A man, aged 34, under Mr. 
Birkett’s care, in Guy's Hospital, who, on 
May 29, had his knee-joint excised, has 
since undergone amputation through the 
thigh. (See Amputations, Case 2.) After 
the amputation, repeated secondary hemor- 
rhages occurred, and it ultimately became 
necessary to place a ligature on the femoral 
artery. .This procedure was quite success- 
ful, and the man is now convalescent. Case 
2. A woman, aged 33, admitted into St. 
Mary’s Hospital, having received a deep 
wound across the wrist by thrusting her 
hand through a pane of glass. Mr. Wat- 
kins (House-Surgeon) placed ligatures on 
both ends of the ulnar artery, and also on 
the superficialis vole. Recovered. ., 

Amputations.— The cases left under 
treatment by last month’s report have all 
resulted in recovery. 

Number of cases, 12; recovered, 5; 
under treatment, 6. 

At the Hip-joint.—Case 1. A lad, aged 
17, of fair complexion and much emaciated, 
was admitted into St. George’s Hospital, 
under the care of Mr. Tatum, on account 
of a large malignant tumour springing from 
the lower third of the femur. Amputation 
at the hip-joint was performed, and the boy 
left the hospital well at the end of a month. 
(For details of this case, see the Med. Tomes 
and Gaz. for August 18, p. 159) Of the 
Thigh.—Case 2. A. man, aged 26, under 
Mr. Watkins's care, in St. Mary’s Hos- 
pital, on account of diseased knee joint of 
nine months’ duration. Much improve- 
ment in health has taken place since the 
operation, and the etump is now all but 
healed. Quse 3. A man. aged 34, under 
Mr, Birkett’s care, in Guy's Hospital 
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Excision of the knee-joint had been per- 
jormed on May 29. Hospita} gangrene had 
since attacked the wound and destroyed the 
flap of skin. ‘The man's health was sd 
much reduced, that it was doubtful whether 
his life could be saved by any measure short 
of amputation; and even should such be 
the case, it seemed probable that his limb 
would be useless. Under these circum- 
stances, amputation through the thigh was 
performed. Secondary hemorrhages subse- 
quently made ligature of the femoral artery 
necessary. The man is now convalescent: 
Cuse 4. A man, aged 29, admitted into St. 
George’s Hospital, under the care of Mr. 
‘Tatum, with a compound fracture of the 
leg. He was apparently in goud health, but 
extensive hospital gangrene came on, and 
it was at length necessary to amputate 
through the thigh. Under treatment. Case 
5. A man, aged 58, of intemperate habits, 
under the care of Mr. Skey, in St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Hoepital. Two years ago he 
had sustained a fracture into the knee-joint, 
from the effects of-which the limb had been 
rendered useless. At his own urgent re-’ 
quest, amputation through the thigh was per- 
formed. A month has now elapzed since 
the operation, and the stump is nearly 
healed. Case 6. A‘ man, aged 37, under 
Mr. Birkett, in Guy’s Hospital, on account’ 
of disease of the knee-joint. Amputation 
through the lower third of the thigh. Re- 
covery. Case 7. A man, aged 20, under 
the care of Mr. Moore, in the Middlesex 
Hospital, ov account of disease of the knee- 
joint of five months’ duration. Amputation 
through the thigh was performed. Four 
days after the operation rigors occurred, ard 
death followed on the nineteenth, all the 
symptoms of pyemia having been present. 
At the autopsy, lymph and pus were found 
in the femoral vein, and purulent deposits 
also existed in the liver, lungs, and some of 
the joints. Of the Leg.—Case 8. A man, 
aged 40, of intemperate habits, was ad- 
mitted, under the care of Mr. Hawkins, into 
St. George’s Hospital, on account of a severe 
compound fracture of the leg. Extensive 
necrosis ensued, and secondary ampuia‘ion 
was necessita ed. Undertreatment. Case 
9. A robust man, aged 34, under the care 
of Mr. Walton, in St. Mary’s Hospital, on 
account of compound comminuted fracture 
of the fibula, with injury to the tibia. and 
extension of the fracture into the ankle joint. 
Primary amputation was performed at the 
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junction of the upper and middle thirds. 
Doing well. Of the Foot.— Case 10. A man, 
aged 55, under the care of Mr. Erichsen, in 
University College Hospital, on account of 
carious disease, involving the anterior range 
of the tarsal bones. Chopart’s amputation 
was performed. Doing well. Case ll. A 
girl, aged 12, under the care of Mr. Henry 
Thompson, in the Marylebone Infirmary, on 
account of disease of the tarsal and meta- 
tarsal bones of the right foot. The disease 
was of four years’ standing. Amputation 
of the ankle-joint was performed. No 
sloughing followed, and a great part of the 
stump united very quickly. The patient 
remains under care. Very extensive disease 
was found among the tarsal bones on ex- 
amination of the removed foot. Of the 
Arm.— Case 12. A delicate-looking lad, 
admitted under the care of Mr. Coulson, 
into St. Mary’s Hospital, having received 
from a circular saw extensive injury to the 
soft parts about the elbow, and to the hu- 
merus itself. Primary amputation through 
the middle of the arm was performed. Re- 
covered. 

Excision of Bones and Joints.—Case 1. 
A man, aged 57, under the care of Mr. 
Birkett, on account of disease of the 
shoulder-joint of two years’ duration. Ex- 
cision of the head of the humerus was per- 
formed in the usual manner, and the man 
has since done remarkably well. The carti- 
lage was found completely removed from 
the articular surface, and a piece of necrosed 
bone occupied the head, but at the line of 
section the bone was healthy. Case2. A 
man of middle age, under the care of Mr. 
M’Murdo, in St. Thomas’s Hospital, on 
account of disease of the wrist-joint of long 
standing. Mr. Tyrrell (House-Surgeon) ex- 
amined the joint by an incision over its 
posterior aspect, and removed, piecemeal, 
the greater part of the scaphoid and semi- 
lunar bones, which were carious and soften- 
ed. The other hones appeared to be sound. 
The case is doing well. 

Operation for United Fracture.— Case 1. 
A-man, aged 60, was admitted into Uni- 
versity College Hospital, under the care of 
Mr. Erichsen, on account of an ununited 

ure of the femur in its middle third. It 





was eighteen months since the injury, and 
not the least attempt at union hed taken | 
place. There was shortening to the extent | 
of two inches and a half, and complete mo- ' 
bility in all directions. Mr. Erichsen cut 
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down upon the ends of the bone, and put a 
large ivory peg into each, after the method 
of Dieffenbach, The bone was found so 
extremely hard that the ordinary gimlets 
could not be made to pierce it, and a steel 
drill was necessary to bore the holes for 
the pegs. After the operation, the limb was 
confined by splints in a straight position, 
No constitutional disturbance followed the 
operation, and the wound has now healed, 
the pegs being covered in. Case 2. A 
healthy boy, aged 4, under the care of Mr. 
Curling, in the London Hospital, on account 
of an ununited fracture of the tibia and 
fibula, at the commencement of their lower 
third. The condition was believed to have 
existed from birth, and repeated attempts, 
by means of fixing the limb, had been made 
to obtain union, but without any ‘success, 
Mr. Curling made‘a crucial incision over the 
ends of the bones, and exposed and excised 
them. The parts were afterwards brought 
into apposition, and the case treated as one 
of compound fracture. No ill symptome 
followed, The boy remains in good health, 
and the wound is much contracting. 

Removal of Malignant Tumours.—All 
the cases left under care by last month’s 
report have resulted in recovery. 

Case 1. A married woman, aged 42, under 
the care of Mr. Birkett, in Guy’s Hospital, 
on account of scirrhus of the mammary 
gland. The disease had existed eighteen 
months. The whole breast was removed. 
Recovered. Case 2. A man, aged 64, 
under the care of Mr. Moore, in the Middle- 
sex Hospital, on aécount of a growth of me- 
lanotic cancer by the side of the anus. It 
was stated to have been slowly increasing 
for nearly three years, and for the past few 
months had been ulcerated, and very pain- 
ful. A lump, about the size of a walnut, 
presented externally, and one as large as an 
egg bulged into the cavity of the bowel. 
Mr. Moore excised the whole. Consider- 
able bleeding occurred, and it was necessary 
to secure many vessels. The growth pre- 
sented the characteristics of melanotic can- 
cer. The patient recovered well, and the 
wound healed soundly. Although a large 


‘portion of the sphincter ani had been re 


moved, yet full power in retaining the feces 
was preserved. Case 3. A man, aged 62, 
under the care of Mr. Cock, in Guy’s Hos- 
pital, on account of epithelial cancer of the 
lip. It was excised by the V-shaped in- 
cision, and the parts united by sutures (no 
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hare-lip pins). 
man, aged 55, under the care of Mr. Hilton, 
in Guy’s Hospital, on account of epithelial 
cancer of the lip, of four years’ duration. 
Excision. Recovery. 
Removal of Non- Malignant Tumours.— 
Case 1. A woman, aged 28, under Mr. 
Stanley’s care, in St. Bartholomew’s Hos- 
pital, on account of an enlarged and indu- 
rated bursa in front of the patella. It was 
the size of a small apple, and extremely 
hard. Excision. Recovery. Case 2. A 
_man, aged 30, whose case we have previ- 
ously had frequent occasion to mention, is 
now again under Mr. Stanley’s care in St. 
Bartholomew’s, on account of a recurrent 
fibroid tumour on the inner side of the left 
knee. Seven excisions, at intervals vary- 
ing from two to five months, have been 
performed. In May last a ligature was ap- 
plied to its base, including within it a large 
extent of surrounding cellular tissue. Be- 
fore, however, the wound was healed, the 
growth again appeared. On July 30, Mr. 
Stanley made another very free incision, 
dissecting away all the cellular tissue down 
to the capsular ligament of the joint, to 
which latter the growth adhered. The 
wound is healthy. Case 3. A woman, aged 
49, under the care of Mr. Cock, in Guy's 
Hospital, on account of a recurrent tumour 
in the breast. Four years before, she had 
had a tumour excised from that part; for 
three years after which she remained well. 
The present growth commenced about a 
year ago, and increased very rapidly. When 
admitted, she was emaciated and extremely 
feeble. The tumour was somewhat pendu- 
lous, of enormous size, presenting an ulcer- 
ated, sloughing, and most fetid surface. 
Some doubt was felt as to whether the 
patient’ would bear the operstion, but, after 
consultation, it was determined to perform 
it. Mr. Cock excised the whole. The 
wound is now healing fast. On microscopic 
examination, the tumour was ascertained 
not to be cancer. Case 4. A woman, aged 
57, under the care of Mr. Shaw, in the 
Middlesex Hospital, on account of a pro- 
liferous cystic tumour of the mammary 
gland. A growth of similar nature had 
been removed by Mr. Shaw, in November, 
1852, and the present had formed in the 
cicatrix. It was about the size of a goose’s 
egg, and had been growing for four months. 
Excision. Recovery. Case 5. A girl, 
aged 15, under Mr. Hilton’s care, in Guy's 


Recovered. Case 4. A} 
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Hospital, on account of two growths of the 
tuberous form of cheloid. She was in good 
health, and no cause could be ascertained 
for the disease. Two tumours of similar 
nature had been excised a year and a half 
ago. Excision. Recovery. Case 6. A 
boy, aged 11, under Mr. South’s care, in 
St. Thomas’s, on account of a small vascu- 
Jar tumour on the side. Excision. Reco- 
very. Case7. A woman, under the care 
of Mr. Hawkins, in St. George’s Hospital, 
on account of a recurring cystic tumour of 
the breast, nine times excised, A tenth 
removal has been performed, and she re- 
maing under care. Case 8. A woman, 
aged 28, under the care of Mr. Prescott 
Hewett, in St. George’s Hospital, on ac- 
count of a cystic tumour projecting into the 
nates. It was supposed to be connected 
only with the external parts, but during the 
operation it was found to pass into the pel- 
vis through the sacro-ischiatic notch. The 
excision was accordingly only a partial one. 
Symptoms of inflammation within the pelvis 
subsequently came on, and of these the pa- 
tient died. No autopsy could be obtained. 
Cases 9, 10, 11, and 12. In these, fatty tu- 
mours of considerable size were removed, 
All the patients are recovered. Case 13. 
A boy, aged 11, under the care of Mr. 
Fergusson, in King’s College Hospital, on 
account of a vascular tumour on the fore- 
arm. Excision. Recovery. Cases 14 and 
15. A case of warty growth on the lower 
lip, and one of cystic tumour in the scalp. 
Both patients recovered. Case 16. An in- 
fant, aged 4 months, under Mr. Birkett’s 
care in Guy’s Hospital, on account of a tu- 
mour in the back. It was entirely confined 
to the integument, and its exact nature re- 
mained doubtful even after excision. Its 
section yielded no juice, but its microscopic 
elements were chiefly nuclei, with very 
little fibre tissue. The infant recovered 
well.— Med. Times and Gaz., August 25, 
1855. 
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Notices of the Works of Charlatans.— 
The editor to the Western Lancet, in his 
number for October last, justly complains 
of the countenance and comfort afforded to 
charlatanism by some of the Eastern jour- 
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nals, by the reviews and notices they give 
of the publications emanating from irregular 
practitioners at the West. 

The editor of the Medical Counsellor 
heartily responds to this complaint, and we 
would respectfully invite the attention of our 
cotemporaries to this well-founded grievance. 

Memphis Medical College—Dr. Joun 
Borranp, late U. S. Senator, has been ap- 
pointed Prof. of Physiology in this school. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 


Mode of Formation of Sugar in the Liver. 
—An important paper on this subject was 
read at the Academy of Sciences, onthe 24th 
of Sept., by Prof. C. Bernarp. According 
to our ideas of the nature of secretions, 
these organic actions are either a mere fil- 
tration or a kind of catalysis. A third mode 
of secretion must be admitted as taking 
place in the liver for glucose, and likely, 
algo, in the lungs for pneumic acid. The 
following experiment of Professor Bernard 
shows that glucose is not formed by the 
liver from certain substances contained in 
the blood, as Lehmann and Frerichs have 
stated ; but that it is produced in conse- 
quence of a chemical transformation of sub- 
stances already existing in the liver. A 
strong, healthy dog was killed seven hours 
after having eaten much meat, and its liver 
was taken out of the body. The vena porte 
was adapted to a gutta percha tube, con- 
nected with the stopcock of a fountain, 
from which water was coming with a con- 
siderable force. At first, all the blood, and 
afierwards all the sugar, contained in the 
livér, were washed away, and so completely, 
that there was no trace whatever of glucose 
remaining in the tissue of the gland. Then 
the liver was put aside for about twenty- 
fuur hours, after which time a large amount 
of sugar was found in its tissue, and also in 
a liquid contained in its bloodvessels. From 
this experiment, and some others, Professor 
Bernard concludes that the formation of 
sugar-in the liveris a mere chemical change 
taking place in a substance previously ex- 
isting in the tissue of this gland.—Med. 
Times and Gaz., Oct. 13, 1855. 


Death from Chloroform.—Another victim 
has to be added to the list of those who have 
already died through the effects of this 
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powerful agent, and that in Edinburgh, 
where it firet sprung into notice. On the 
30th ult., a lady from the country, attended 
by her husband, sought the professional 
services of Dr. Roberts, dentist, in that city, 
Chloroform was administered at her own 
request, and fatal consequences ensued, 
notwithstanding every effurt being used to 
avert sucha catastrophe. While cases have 
occurred in all directions, Edinburgh has 
seemingly enjoyed an immunity hitherto 
from anything of the sort. The disgraceful 
state of the law in Scotland, in dispensing 
with the coroner’s inquest, prevents any 
scientific investigation being made. In all 
cases like the present, it would be but just 
and proper that every publicity be given 
them, and that for the sole purpose of ex- 
tending to all a warning against the ‘use of 
such an agent in any but cases of the most 
urgent necessity.— Lancet, Nov. 10, 1855. 

Nuz Vomica as an Aperient.—Among 
the conditions over which nux vomica, and 
its active principle, strychnia, possess most 
useful powers, is that of habitual conetipa- 
tion, from muscular atony of the intestinal 
tube. At the City Hospital for Diseases of 
the Chest, we observe that Dr. Peacock and 
Dr. Andrew Clark are both in the habit of 
frequently resorting to it for this purpose. 
It is generally given in combination with 
the compound rhubarb pill, and in doses of 
the extract of from a sixth to half a grain. 
Of itself it can, perhaps, scarcely be deemed 
an aperient—that is, it does not so much 
excite peristaltic action, as supply tone to 
the weakened muscular coat, by which it is 
enabled to respond efficiently to other irri- 
tants. Hence the need for combination with 
rhubarb, aloes, or some similar drug. Dr, 
Peacock mentioned to us a case under his 
care in St. Thomas's Hospital, in which a 
man of feeble intellect, and torpid nervous 
system generally, had derived great benefit 
from its employment. At first, the bowels 
were obstinately costive, and lavements 
produced no action; but since the use of 
the nux vomica (twice daily, gr. ss.) they 
have so far increased in power and suscep- 
tibility, that simple injections are quite suf- 
ficient, and procure all the action that is 
necessary.— Medical Times and Gazette, 
Nov. 10, 1855, 

Chlorate of Potash in Ptyalism.—In two 
cases of severe salivation from mercury, 








of 





recently under his care at the Metropolitan 





ployed the chlorate of potash, administered 


The firat case was that of a prostitute, aged ; F. 
19, who, suffering from primary syphilis, 
had been ordered five grains of blue pill, 
and a quarter of a grain of opium, twice a} cL’ 


pain kept herawake at night, The original 
sore had nearly healed. Fifteen grains of 
chlorate of potash, thrice daily, in an ounce 
of water, were ordered, no other treatment } su 
whatever being adopted.. On the next day ; sv 
there was marked improvement; on the} 80 


ulcers were nearly healed; at the end of a} ac 














was, in every respect, perfectly well. In 
—Medical Times and Gazette, November 


10, 1855. 


continuing a long period, was immediately 
relieved by a few spoonfuls of syrup of aco- 


in the sweating of phthisis, when given for 


Turning by External Manipulation of the 





sor of Midwifery, draws attention to the 
feasibility of this procedure in rectifying the } th 


he has frequently, in pelvic presentation, 


down the head into its proper position, re-} to 
peated attempts to do this causing no ill 


and auscultation is easy, and the perform- 
ance of the operation at the latter end of} w 
pregnancy is not difficult, if attempted be- 
fore the child is engaged within the pelvis. } 
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the 9th month, is the preferable period.— 


Free Hospital, Mr. Hutchinson has em- } Gaz. Med. de Paris, No. 23, 


This mode of turning has frequently 


internally, Ineach arapid cure was effected. ; been resorted to in Germany. (See B, and 


» Med.- Chir. Rev., vol. iv. p. 296.) 


Tincture of Iodine in Bubo.—M.Jout- 
ERC states, as the result of much observa- 


day. After taking nine of these pills, pro-{ tion, that tincture of iodine is the best 


fuse and most threatening ptyalism set in. } application in bubo, preventing or dissipat- 


The lips, cheeks, and. gums, became much } ing fluctuation, and facilitating healing if the 
swollen, the breath was fetid, and there} bubo be ‘already open. He applies it by 
were large ulcerated surfaces on the inside § gentle friction, so as to avoid vesication.— 
of both cheeks. Shecould not eat, and the} Gaz. des Hép., No. 17, 


Rapid Detection of Sugar.—M. Bortz 


has several times employed the method 


ggeated by Liebig of quickly detecting 
gar. A small quantity of ox-gall is dis- 
lved in the suspected fluid in a test-glass, 


third day all fetor had disappeared, and the} and a quantity of concentrated sulphuric 


id equal in amount to that of the fluid in 


week she could eat crusts, and the mouth} the glass is rapidly added, care being taken 
to. pour it along the side of the glass. If 
the second case the disease was in a milder} sugar be present, a beautiful purpurine is 
form, but the benefit was not less marked. } immediately produced.—Rev. Med. June. 


A Useful Hamostatic.—M. Moret, a 


, =_ military Pharmacien, has prepared the fol- 

Aconite in Ephidrosis.—M. Impert-} lowing fluid, which has often been found 
Gourseyne relates an interesting case of} highly useful: Tannic acid ,';, alum, 1, 
idiopathic general sweating, which, after} rose-water 40 parts.—Jbid. 


On the Effects of Lightning in France.— 


nite, which he gave from recollection of the; M. Boup1n has recently published some 
great benefit Dupont stated he had derived ; elaborate statistical papers upon this sub- 
from this drug in a similar case. In another ject, from which we may glean some inte- 
instance, he found the same remedy efficient ; resting observations. 


In 1851 there were 105 fires caused in 80 


acoincident neuralgia.—Gaz. Med. de Paris. ; departments ; 72 persons have been killed 
annually upon the spot. The unequal dis- 
tribution of this mortality is seen from the 


Abdomen.—M. Marrs, a Corsican Profes-; fact, that while in the department of the 
Eure 2 were killed in the years 1835-52, 


ere were 44 deaths in the Haute-Loire, 


position of the child. By its means, he says‘ and 48 in the Puy de Dome. Not a single 
person was killed in those years in the 


been enabled to raise the pelvis, and press chief town of any of the departments, large 


wns being much spared. Fewer women. ‘ 


than men were struck. Among the acci- 
eonsequences. The diagnosis of the posi-‘ dents produced, the author insists particu- 


tion of the child by palpation of the abdomen; larly on the images observed on the bodies 
of a large number of the victims, and to 


hich he gives the name of Keraunographic. 
M. Boudin observes tbat lightning is 


especially remarkable from its presenting 
During the 8th, or at the commencement; such contrasting and Proteiformeffects. In 
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one instance it kills, and in another it cures. 
Here it induces the loss of sight, hearing, 
or the power of motion; while there it 
cures the paralytic, the blind, or the deaf. 
It may destroy all the clothing while it re- 
spects the body, or it may destroy the body, 
leaving the clothes uninjured. At one time 
the victim is killed on the spot, remaining 
in the position when struck, whether stand- 
ing upright or on horseback, while at ano- 
ther he may be projected more than twenty 
metres, and found among the branches of a 
clump of trees. Sometimes the anatomical 
changes produced are terrible, rupture of 
the heart and crushing the bones being 
among these, while at others the most at- 
tentive examination can detect no apparent 
lesion. Here we may have flaccidity of 
limbs, collapse of the lungs, and fluidity of 
the blood; while there we have dilatation 
of the lungs, coagulated blood, rigidity of 
the limbs, and closure of the jaws. Some- 
times the laws of decomposition seem de- 
fied, and at others the most rapid and 
horrible putrefaction sets in. By the side 
of a body burnt to ashes you may have 
death from congelation. The lightning that 
breaks the tree or a wall rarely induces 
mutilation of the human body. But of 5 


instances of mutilation, resulting from the 
analysis of more than 1,000 observations, 
in 4 there was partial or complete tearing 
out of the tongue-—Med. Times and Gaz., 
Oct. 13, from Bulletin del’ Acad., t. xx. 


Homeopathy, and the Cholera at Mar- 
seilles —Marseilles possesses, it would ap- 
pear, a very considerable number of homeo- 
pathic physicians; to believe them, they 
would cure all their patients, and it was only 
in consequence of a kind of blind infatuation 
that their allopathic brethren refused to 
adopt their mode of treatment. The au- 
thorities, little satisfied with the result of 
ordinary medicine, wished to know the 
truth of the matter. They set the homeo- 
paths to work, and the following. letter, 
addressed to Dr. Bouquet to the Guzette 
des Hopitauz, proves once more how easy 
it is to be deceived as to the efficacy of 
remedies, until carefully instituted experi- 
ments interpose to distinguish the effurts of 
Nature from the action of medicines :— 

‘¢ Hommopathy has just experienced a se- 
vere check in our town. 

** You have perhaps heard of the noise it 
made last year with its pretended success in 
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cholera, Dr. Chargé asserted that he had 
not lost one out of several hundred patients, 
and he published this statement in the pu- 
litical journals of Lyons and Bordeaux. 

“When, during the present year, the 
ecorge visited us anew, the authorities be- 
stirred themselves, and thinking it was 
their duty to bring: the truth to light, they 
entrusted one of the wards of the Hotel 
Dieu to Dr. Chargé. There, ‘assisted by 
his colleagues in homeopathy, by pharma- 
ciens, and by some young people his adepts, 
who devoted themselves to tending the 
patients (for he had found the ordinary staff 
insufficient and incompetent). he obtained 
the result which might easily have been 
anticipated ; the broad daylight did not dis- 
play success. 

‘© Of 26 cholera patients admitted into 
this ward, 21 died, and M. Chargé withdrew. 

‘To render the experiment conclusive, a 
ward had been set apart, in which the pa- 
tients were treated by rational means, which 
did not profess to work wonders. 

**During the same period, of 25 patients 
but 11 died. 

‘* Each ward had its turn of reception. 

‘*T think that these facts are sufficiently 
decisive to render a renewal of such ex- 
periments needless, for if science profits by 
them, which ies doubtful, humanity suffers 
not alittle.”’—Journ. de Méd. et de Chirurg. 
Prat. Oct. 1855. 

Tubercular Leprosy.—At a late meeting 
of the Medico- Chirurgical Society of Edin- 
burgh, Dr. Broansenr, resident house-sur- 
geon in the Edinburgh Hospital under Pro- 
fessor Syme, exhibited, at the request of 
that gentleman, a young man from one of 
the Hebrides, who had suffered for ten 
years from tubercular leprosy. 

Dr. Otto Spiegelberg, then on a visit to 
Professor Simpson, stated that he had seen 
several cases of the disease in Vienna. 
Professor Helva regarded a certain melan- 
choly, or sorrow, as one of the earliest 
signs of the disease. The same gentleman 
had found whole villages in Norway and 
Sweden full of patients labouring under the 
disease. The Government had found it 
necessary to separate the infected. The 
only treatment adopted was, the adminis- 
tration of iron and a nutritious diet. All 
the patients he (Dr. Spiegelberg) had een, 
died eventually from tubercular disease of 
the lungs. 
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Professor Simpson remarked that he had 
the previous day seen a similar case, the 
first that had ever come under his notice. 
The lady was about sixteen years of age, 
her father and mother were English; she 
had been born in Jamaica. The lady had 
passed some portion of her life in a con- 
vent in the Himalaya Mountains, but had 
never seen the disease there. In her case 
a symptom of leprosy, mentioned by Bar- 
nard Gordon, was present—the disappear- 
ance of the muscles between the thumb and 
forefinger. Professor Simpson believes that 
leprosy is evidently on the increase in se- 
veral European countries. In Norway, 
with a population less than Scotland, 2,000 
were returned as labouring under leprosy. 
In Canada, two hospitals have been opened 
for their reception. In Palestine, leper vil 
lages are still tobe seen. Dr. Simpson has 
little doubt of its contagious character in 
the early stages.—Report of Meeting.— 
Lancet, Nov. 3, 1855. 


Melanosis—the Indefinite Nature of 
Melanoid Tumours.—Mr. Fercusson had 
an opportunity of showing his class, last 
week, a very perfect specimen of what he 
terms “ melanosis,”” or melanoid cancer, 
connected with which were one or two posi- 


tions which appeared to us of very practical 
import. The received pathology of such 
growths, at present, we believe is, that the 
melanic or black matter of melanoid growths 
is something of an accidental deposit, and 
notin any way significant of a specific series 
of the worst kinds of malignant growths or 
cancer—“‘ black cancer,’’ as they are called 
in Edinburgh—several such tumours, and 
possibly this one, not being cancer at all. 
Mr. Fergusson remarked, it wag very im- 
portant to be able to assure patients in pri- 
vate practice that such a tumour was not 
malignant, or was malignant ; it did not do 
to say a patient would die in twelve months, 
or to assure friends that that was the “‘ ut- 
most gspan’’ of existence on which he could 
calculate, when he would probably return 
in ten or twelve years apparently quite well. 
He also cited acase of this kind in which he 
was obliged to remove such a tumour, pre- 
viously operated on by the late Mr. Aston 
Key. - It appeared to have effected a perfect 
cure. The patient got stout, and apparently 
healthy, but recently died of another disease, 
when a tumour of the melanoais kind, weigh- 
ing forty pounds, was found in the abdomen. 
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This tumour had been possibly growing 
from the first, but for a period of eight or 
ten years was not suspected, and could not 
have been of a very malignant character, or 
it would have shown its effects earlier. In 
the present case, the man was in King’s 
College Hospital, under Mr. Fergusson’s 
care, five years ago. He then complained 
of excessive pain. A small vascular tumour 
appeared near the umbilicus, and was re- 
moved by ligature: The tumour, which 
put on much of the appearance of aneurism 
by anastomosis, subsequently grew again, 
and was then melanotic, but was removed 
by the knife; it now appeared cured; but 
soon after a tumour began also to grow in 
the groin. The more usual way of explain- 
ing these tumours, Mr. Fergusson observed, 
was, that they degenerated into cancer. He 
also stated a curious circumstance, that 
veterinary surgeons found melanosis the 
most common form of tumour in horses, and 
that they were much more common in those 
in which there was a want of pigment in the 
hairs and skin—in other words, gray horses. 
This point is not without interest, as bearing 
on another recently urged by Rokitansky 
and others, that the blackness of melanosis 
arises from altered or dissolved hematine, 
and is pure carbon, not unlike the pigment 
in the negro, but certainly only accidental, 
there being, in fact, no such class of tumours 
at all, in a strictly pathological point of view, 
as ‘‘ melanosis.”’ _ An abundance of pigment 
occurs in non-malignant melanosis of the 
skin, appearing to arise, curiously enough, 
in the corium, or part coloured in the negro, 
Where the black. deposit is found in cancer 
growths, it (in the vast majority of cases) 
selects encephaloid, and gives a peculiar 
feature, like haematoid to fungus hematodes, 
to that special form of cancer. Here the 
prognosis of the surgeon must be very un- 
favourable indeed, and a few months may ter- 
minate @ case, not differing very materially, 
in outward appearance, or sensible signs of 
blackness, from a tumour that may de 
merely recurrent, or even non-malignant. 
Encephaloid, Mr. Fergusson observed; in 
its tendency to infiltrate adjoining parts, 
to affect the glands, to reproduce similar 
growths in other parts of the body, and 
to return afier removal, or, as more com- 
monly known, by the term. medullary sar- 
coma, is, with or without this accidental 
development of black pigment, the most 
formidable and ‘fearfully walignant disease 
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with which the surgeon has to deal.—Zan- 
cet, Nov. 10, 1855. 


Dysentery and Hepatic Absceas.— The 
frequency of abscess of the liver in inter- 
tropical regions, and its comparative infre- 
quency in temperate climes, have long 
been the subject of observation. The con- 
nection of abscess.of the liver with dysen- 
tery has been especially. noted by eastern 
practitioners. We are informed that in 
India almost a moiety of the cases of dysen- 
tery is complicated with abscess of the 
liver. The researches of French physi- 
cians in Algeria have proved the frequency 
of hepatic inflammations in the dysentery 
of that province. Here, the combination is 
rare; but I have more than once observed 
it. In the Millbank Penitentiary dysentery 
prevails frequently; but from Dr. Baly we 
learn that abscess of the liver has not been 
found as a complication. In the cases of 
dysentery observed by Dr. Mayne, in the 
South Dublin Union, the tissue of the liver 
was found invariably softened. This was 
not the case in the present instance (a boy 
eleven years old); the tissue of the liver, 
with the exception of the part immediately 
surrounding the abscess, differed in no re- 
spect from healthy hepatic tissue in con- 
siatence, but it was unnaturally pale. The 
age at which this combination of dysentery 
and abscess of the liver existed is, I appre- 
bend, unusually early, M. Legendre, how- 
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ever, has recorded cases in which hepatitis 
followed enteritis at a very early period of 
life.—Dr. Banxs in Dublin Hospital Gaz. 


Puerperal Convulsions prior to Labour. 
— During some recent clinical remarks, M, 
Paut Dvusots observed that it was formerly 
generally believed, and is so still by many, 
that in these cases we should induce prema- 
ture labour. He does not agree to this view,,. 
and thinks the practice may even be injuri- 
ous. It is indeed useless, because labour 
always comes on of itself, under the influ- 
ence of convulsion, and it is injurious, by 
reason of its irritating the uterus, and thus 
aggravating the convulsions. For the same 
reasons, he objects to the use of ergot. - He 
employs general bleeding, as far as the 
strength will permit it, leeches behind the 
ears, and purgatives. Of these last, calomel 
and jalap, mixed up with honey, and laid on 
the tongue every hour until- it operates, is 
the best. Sinapisms should also be applied 
to the feet, and ice to the head. The only 
operation justifiable is the application of the 
forceps, when the headis engaged in the 
pelvis, and solely in aid-of the last expulsive 
efforts —Med. Times and Gazette, Sept. 29, 
from Gaz. des Hépitauz. 

Osirvany Recorv.—Died, in Paris, on 
Sunday, Oct. 7, 1855, of disease of the 
heart, Magendie, the eminent physiologist, 





at the ripe old age of 72 years. 
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